


Introduction

It is out of the sim plic ity of our soul that we can dis cover mys ter ies
of the God whom we can not see. Such in sight is not a mat ter of spe cial in -
tel li gence; mys ter ies are spiri tu ally re vealed to the pure and sim ple of
heart.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. (Mat thew 5:8)

Even a ba sic defi ni tion of God pres ents mys ter ies to our natu ral
mind. For ex am ple, He is om nipo tent, He is all know ing, He is pres ent
everywhere, He has nei ther be gin ning nor end and He is in fal li ble. He is
also holy and just.

The fol low ing are three realms in which, by faith, we can dis cover
greater in sight into the mys tery of God:

1. The handi work of God in crea tion

2. Reve la tion of the word of God

3. Ex pe riential re la tion ship with Him

This tract is a brief sum mary of truths from these three realms that
help re veal to us the God whose ways are past find ing out.

. . . no one knows the Son ex cept the Fa ther; nor does any one know
the Fa ther ex cept the Son, and any one to whom the Son wills to re -
veal Him. (Mat thew 11:27)

The Voice of God in Creation

One of the most ob vi ous wit nesses to the ex is tence and power of
God is His handi work in crea tion.All that has been cre ated points to Him
(Co los sians 1:16).

The heav ens are tell ing of the glory of God; and their ex panse is de -
clar ing the work of His hand. (Psalm 19:1)

God spoke eve ry thing into ex is tence from noth ing (He brews 11:3).
The de sign quali ties of crea tion tes tify of the wonderful in tel li gence of
God.

For since the crea tion of the world His in visi ble at trib utes, His eter -
nal power and di vine na ture, have been clearly seen, be ing un der -
stood through what has been made . . . . (Ro mans 1:20)
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His di vine power and de sign gen ius are evi dent by the fact that, in
ad di tion to all life spe cies, He cre ated the mi cro uni verse of every suba -
tomic par ti cle from which all ma te rial sub stances are made; and He cre ated 
the macro uni verse of the earth and all the plan ets in space (John 1:1-3). In
ad di tion, He holds eve ry thing to gether in Him self (Co los sians 1:17).

Every mi cro or macro com po nent of the uni verse is held in their
unique po si tion and sphere by ap par ently only four physi cal forces1, which 
He could dis solve in an in stant, if He chose to do so.

One ob vi ous at trib ute of God that is ap par ent in crea tion is His de -
sire for di ver sity. This can be seen in the va ri ety of col ors and scents of
flow ers, in the plum ages and songs of birds, in the great va ri ety that ex ists
in the liv ing spe cies that were cre ated. God made each of His chil dren dis -
tinct and unique, while re flect ing His char ac ter in each one. This is why the 
Lord builds His church with “liv ing stones,” and not with “bricks.” The
dif fer ent per son ali ties,  gift ings and call ings of members in the body of
Christ ex press the prin ci ple of di ver sity. Each member is unique, but each
one ex presses the na ture of Christ!

The Oneness of God

It is an es sen tial and foun da tional truth that we serve one, and only
one, God (mono the ism).

Hear, O Is rael! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! (Deu teron omy 
6:4)

See now that I, I am He, and there is no God be sides Me . . . . (Deu -
teron omy 32:39)

. . . be fore Me there was no God formed, and there will be none af ter
Me. I, even I, am the Lord, and there is no Sav ior be sides Me. (Isaiah 
43:10-11)

For there is one God, and one me dia tor be tween God and men, the
man Christ Je sus. (2 Timo thy 2:5)

It is the will of God that His na ture be de vel oped in each of His chil -
dren, and in their re la tion ship with one an other. The church should re flect
the na ture of God. There fore, His word em pha sizes one ness, rather than hi -
er ar chy in the church.

For by one Spirit we were all bap tized into one body . . . . (1 Cor in -
thi ans 12:13)
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There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope 
of your call ing; one Lord, one faith, one bap tism, one God and Fa -
ther of all who is over all and through all and in all. (Ephe si ans
4:4-6)

The sig nifi cance of one God be comes more ap par ent when we con -
sider the will of God.

. . . for I am God, and there is no other, I am God, and there is no one
like Me, de clar ing the end from the be gin ning, and from an cient
times things which have not been done, say ing, “My pur pose will be
es tab lished, and I will ac com plish all My good pleas ure.” (Isaiah
46:9-10)

The Will of God

Be cause there is one God, there can only be one directive will in His
king dom. Mul ti ple wills would mean mul ti ple Gods. In scrip ture the will
of God is al ways spo ken of as the will of our Fa ther in heaven. When Je sus
came to earth as our Sav ior, He made it abun dantly clear that He came, not
to do His per sonal will, but the will of His Fa ther (John 4:34; 5:30;
6:38-40). His prayer ex presses this truth:

Your king dom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
(Mat thew 6:16)

If our heav enly Fa ther had placed Je sus in sub or di na tion when He
was sent to earth, Je sus would have been of a lower class than His Fa ther.
This would mean two Gods, which is not pos si ble! The plan of sal va tion
ex pressed in the life, death, bur ial and res ur rec tion of Je sus was the will of
God, which Je sus will ingly embraced. He was com mit ted to re veal His Fa -
ther to man kind, and to lay down His life to pro vide the way of re demp tion
(Luke 22:39-43; John 17). To have seen and heard Je sus was to have heard
and seen the Fa ther. The will of the Fa ther de ter mines the works of God.

Je sus re al ized that the will of His Fa ther con tained the one and only
plan of sal va tion for lost man kind. The words and deeds of Je sus were not
the re sult of sub or di na tion. He came to earth will ingly to do His Fa ther’s
will. 

. . . who al though He ex isted in the form of God, did not re gard
equal ity with God a thing to be grasped, but emp tied Him self, tak ing 
the form of a bond- ser vant and be ing made in the like ness of men.
Being found in ap pear ance as a man, He hum bled Him self by be -
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com ing obe di ent to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Phil -
ip pines 2:6-8)

Je sus was both God and man. The Spirit in His God na ture was the
same Spirit that was in His Fa ther in heaven. Je sus sim ply did not al low His 
per sonal, hu man will to over rule the di vine will and pur pose of His Fa ther.
The love of God for man kind in the Fa ther’s heart was also in the Spirit of
Je sus. The de ity of Je sus in His bod ily form is ex pressed in the fol low ing
scrip ture:

And He (Je sus) is the ra di ance of His glory and the ex act rep re sen -
ta tion of His na ture . . . . (He brews 1:3)

I and My Father are one. (John 10:30)

The will of God was be ing accomplished in Christ rec on cil ing the
world unto Him self; one God, one will (Ephe si ans 1:9).

The Spirit of God

The fol low ing is an important truth in the knowl edge of God:

God is spirit and those who wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit and
in truth. (John 4:24)

Man was cre ated in the im age of God. He was given spirit and soul
fac ul ties that al low him to know and re late to God. When man fell into sin,
this re la tion ship was bro ken. It can only be re stored through the mercy and
grace of God by spiri tual re birth. By the new birth, we can again re late to
God by His Spirit, in whom we are built to gether with other be liev ers in a
spiri tual or gan ism called “the body of Christ.” It is here that the pur pose of
God for each be liever is worked out as they are taught and dis ci pled by the
Spirit to be come more like Je sus.

We cur rently exist in a visi ble, physi cal, and tem po ral realm in
which we are be ing re deemed and con formed to live in an eter nal, spiri tual
king dom of per fect right eous ness. Our en tire fu ture is re lated to this spiri -
tual king dom of God. What is now in visi ble to us will be come in the fu ture
an eternal re al ity (2 Cor in thi ans 4:16-18).

One pur pose of the Holy Spirit is to teach be liev ers and guide us into 
all truth (1 John 2:27). He abides in us to give us grace and power to re late
to one an other, to love oth ers, to wit ness for Christ and to ful fill the gift and
call ing that God has given to us.
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The Holy Spirit does not move in His own will, but in the will of
God the Fa ther.

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all
truth, for He will not speak on His own ini tia tive, but what He
hears, He will speak; and He will dis close to you what is to come.
He will glo rify Me, for He will take of Mine and will dis close it to
you. (John 16:13-14)

When the Lord ex presses His will to (or through) His peo ple in word 
or deed, He does so in terms of the Holy Spirit. For ex am ple, spiri tual gifts,
spiri tual min is tries, spiri tual fruit, spiri tual reve la tion, spiri tual mira cles,
spiri tual vi sions and dreams, etc.; one God, one Holy Spirit!

Our growth pro cess as be liev ers is learn ing how to live by faith and
relationship in the body of Christ. We are bap tized in the Holy Spirit for
power to wit ness and min is ter for the liv ing Christ. We must learn to func -
tion with other be liev ers as a living or gan ism of the Spirit and not as an or -
gani za tion of men.

Bap tism in the Holy Spirit is not sim ply to em power one’s min is try,
it also em pow ers be liev ers to walk in right eous ness. I can per son ally tes tify 
to this truth. I ex pe ri enced a mighty bap tism in the Holy Spirit when breth -
ren prayed for me. It be gan when I felt what ap peared to be “liq uid fire” in
my up raised hands; this “fire” slowly went down my arms and into my in -
ner be ing. I was physi cally weak and “drunk in the Spirit.” Then the fire
went up to my throat. Sud denly, I heard a loud burst of deep weep ing that
grew in in ten sity and con tin ued for per haps thirty min utes! My spiri tual
life was changed be cause the Holy Spirit had come and tem po rar ily pos -
sessed my in ner be ing. I had been filled with His pres ence. Since that time,
when ever I find my self in the pres ence of God, I be gin to weep. (This has
hap pened a number of times to me over the years.) The Holy Spirit made it
real — my great est need to ful fill God’s call on my life is to have a bro ken
spirit. I greatly value what the Lord did for me on that day!

The Son of God

We are saved by grace through faith in what God has done for us in
Christ. Grace is an un mer ited vir tue given by God to redeem those who
have been fore known and cho sen by Him. The grace of God is a pro found
reve la tion of God’s great mercy and love for lost man kind whom He cre -
ated in His own im age. He sent Je sus, His only be got ten Son, to live a sin -
less life as a man on earth, and thereby to be come the “per fect Lamb
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sac ri fice” for all sin ever com mit ted by man. He will ingly gave His Son to
suf fer and die in the flesh, so that, by His grace, those who be lieve in Him
can be saved and in herit eter nal life as one of His sons. Je sus be came the
first- born Son among many breth ren (Ro mans 8:29).

For this is the will of My Fa ther that eve ry one who be holds the Son
and be lieves in Him will have eter nal life, and I My self will raise him 
up on the last day. (John 6:40)

The wonderful story of all that Je sus did in His min is try, death and
res ur rec tion is the gos pel message.2 He lit er ally be came sin that we might
be come the right eous ness of God in Him.

For I am con vinced that nei ther death, nor life, nor an gels, nor prin -
ci pali ties, nor things pres ent, nor things to come, nor pow ers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other cre ated thing, will be able to sepa -
rate us from the love of God which is in Christ Je sus our Lord. (Ro -
mans 8:38-39)

Je sus of Naz areth was the only hu man be ing ever born who was both 
hu man and di vine. He was born with two na tures. He re ceived His hu man -
ity from the vir gin Mary, His mother. She was the mother of Je sus  “the son
of man.” His eter nal di vine na ture was placed within Mary when the Holy
Spirit over shad owed her. Je sus was con ceived in her womb when the di -
vine and hu man na tures came to gether. Mary was the mother of “the Son of 
God;” how ever, she is not the mother of God.

It is her esy to speak of Je sus as a “lesser God” than His Fa ther, or as
a demi god. Con sider what His Fa ther says of His be loved Son:

For it was the Fa ther’s good pleas ure for all the ful ness to dwell in
Him! (Co los sians 1:19)

For in Him (Je sus) all the ful ness of De ity dwells in bod ily form.
(Co los sians 2:9)

But of the Son He (the Fa ther) says, “Your throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever . . . .” (He brews 1:8)

Je sus is God! And we have re ceived of His ful ness, grace upon grace 
upon grace.

The Authority of God

In the earthly min is try of Je sus, He fre quently mani fested the power
and author ity of God to vali date the love and truth of His min is try for man -
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kind. Af ter His res ur rec tion, Je sus was given all author ity in both heaven
and earth. He is both Lord and head over all things in the church.

And Je sus came up to them say ing, “All author ity has been given to
Me in heaven and on earth.” (Mat thew 28:18)

Je sus pos sesses author ity over all things to the church, whether be -
liev ers are Jews or Gen tiles (Ephe si ans 1:21-33). This in cludes author ity
over all edicts or deeds done in the church. This is the pur pose of the fol -
low ing instruction:

What ever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Je -
sus . . . . (Co los sians 3:17)

The is sue is not sim ply speak ing cor rect words, but first of all, to
seek Je sus for di rec tion, and then, by faith, to act in His name.

The rea son for this com mand be comes evi dent when one ex am ines
the name of our Lord.  Con sider the fol low ing:

• Je sus is the name of the Son

• The name, Je sus, in Greek means “Je ho vah is sal va tion.” Thus, the
Fa ther’s name is con tained in the name “Je sus.”

• “Christ” means “the anointed one”. He is the only bod ily meas ure of 
the ful ness of the Holy Spirit.

The words, Son, Fa ther and Holy Spirit are only ti tles; they are not
names. The one name that addresses the Fa ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit
is “the Lord Je sus Christ.” Acts 2:38 is how the early church obeyed the
com mis sion of Je sus ex pressed in Mat thew 28:18-19.

Thus, God’s author ity for every of fi cial church proc la ma tion, edict,
or di na tion and min is try func tion such as preach ing, wa ter bap tism, pray ing 
for the sick, cast ing out de mons, con gre ga tion com mit ment, etc. is “the
name of the Lord Je sus Christ”; the name that is above every name (see
Isaiah 9:6).

The Purpose of God

Many good ob jec tives could be called the pur pose of God, such as
the judg ment of Sa tan, right eous ness re stored in the earth, or peace among
the na tions, etc. How ever, I be lieve that God has one pur pose that stands
out above all oth ers; He de sires to bring forth a great com pany of sons, all
of whom bear the im age of His be loved, only be got ten Son, the Lord Je sus
Christ. They will even tu ally reign to gether in ful fill ment of the word of
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God in Gene sis, when He said, “Let us make man in our im age, and let
them rule . . . !”

He pre des tined us to adop tion as sons through Christ Je sus to Him -
self, ac cord ing to the kind in ten tion of His will, to the praise of the
glory of His grace, which He freely be stowed on us in the Be loved.
(Ephe si ans 1:5-6)

God is not sub ject to time, so that He can look into the  fu ture and
rec og nize those who will ex er cise their will to serve Him. He fore knows
those who will be part of His pur pose (2 Timo thy 1:9). He chose each one
of them in Christ be fore the foun da tion of the world.

Those whom He foreknew, He also pre des tined to be con formed to
the im age of His be loved Son. Those whom He pre des tined, He also called
through the gos pel in their gen era tion. When they re spond to His call; the
Lord jus ti fies them by His mercy and grace; they now re ceive the spirit of
adop tion as sons, be ing born again by the Spirit of God (Ro mans 8:28-30).

The fi nal step is being glo ri fied with Christ. On the day of the Lord,
when Christ re turns in glory, each son will be glo ri fied by res ur rec tion to
pos sess a body like that of Christ (Co los sians 3:4). This re demp tion of our
body is the last act of be com ing a son of God (Ro mans 8:23). Our present
stage in ma tur ity is the on go ing pro cess of grow ing up in Christ. This will
con tinue un til we go to be with Him. The ful ness of Christ lies in the unity
and ma tur ity of His body. This is what our Fa ther is wait ing for.

Un til we all at tain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowl edge of
the Son of God, to a ma ture man, to the meas ure of the stat ure that
be longs to the ful ness of Christ. (Ephe si ans 4:13)

Our blessed hope as the church is the day we will be glo ri fied with
Him.

Look ing for the blessed hope and the ap pear ing of the glory of our
great God and Sav ior, Christ Je sus. (Titus 2:13)

All of crea tion is ea gerly await ing for this reve la tion of God’s sons,
to es cape the cor rup tion that came upon the earth when Adam sinned in
Eden (Ro mans 8:19-22). This com ing gov ern ment will be un der the Lord
Je sus Christ and His body, and it will be per fect (Dan iel 7:27).

And He (God) put all things un der His feet, and gave Him as head
over all things to the church, which is His body, the ful ness of Him
who fills all in all. (Ephe si ans 1:22-23)
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God’s eter nal pur pose in volves many sons (He brews 2:5-11). How -
ever, the Over seer of all things will be Christ! All of the house hold of God,
in clud ing His city of habi ta tion and all sons, will be a stew ard ship
(OIKONOMIA, Greek) en trusted to Christ. All things in heaven and on
earth will be summed up in Christ in an ad mini stra tion that will be suit able
for all fu ture ages (Ephe si ans 1:9-11). He will be King of  kings and Lord
of lords; He will have cen tral fo cus and pre emi nence in all as pects of the
king dom to come.

Conclusion

We have very briefly con sid ered cer tain truths that give us some in -
sight into the mys tery of God. How ever, it is pos si ble to ac quire much
knowl edge about God, and yet not know Him in an in ti mate sense.

There are two, God re lated, phases in every be liever’s life. The first
phase con cerns what God has done for man in re demp tion. We need to un -
der stand that this work was per fect! God sent His most pre cious Son to
earth to en dure hu milia tion, suf fer scourg ing, to be come sin and die a hor ri -
ble death as God’s sac ri fice for all sin that had ever been com mit ted. God
gave the best that He had. He was in Christ rec on cil ing the world to Him -
self. This phase was ab so lutely per fect; man can add noth ing to it. All that
sal va tion de mands was sup plied in the fin ished work of Christ on the cross. 
Sal va tion came out of the per fect will of God, and it was a per fect and com -
plete work. If we de sire in ti macy with God, this phase is where our em pha -
sis should be, both in our per sonal walk and in our serv ice for Him.

But He, hav ing of fered one sac ri fice for sins for all time, sat down
at the right hand of God . . . . For by one of fer ing He has per fected
for all time those who are (be ing) sanc ti fied. (He brews 10:12, 14)

The sec ond phase con cerns the call of God on our life to serve Him.
Our serv ice in the body of Christ is im por tant, but it should not be our pri -
mary em pha sis. So of ten we find our selves think ing that what we are do ing 
for God is the most im por tant thing, but it should not be our first concern.
This can be done so eas ily, and when it hap pens, we be gin to take our eyes
off of the Lord and inti macy is gone. The truth is that the qual ity and life in
our serv ice of min is try is ab so lutely de pend ent on the re la tion ship we have
with Christ.

God is pre par ing His peo ple for both the dif fi cul ties and the glory of
the end- times. The church is be ing pre pared to gather in a great fi nal har -
vest of souls. God has given His glory to His Son so that all be liev ers will
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be united in Him (John 17:21-23). Je sus is cen ter in all that will close this
age. The Lord ship and head ship of Christ are the two pil lars of truth that
will pre pare the church for the re turn of our God and Sav ior. Such in sight
into these mys ter ies can only cause us to search, ex pand and grow more
than ever into Him, our Lord and Sav ior, Je sus Christ.
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